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The Rockefeller Foundation 

THE HUMANITIES 

111 WEST 50th STREET, NEW YORK 20 

CABLE: ROCKFOUND, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE : COLUMBUS 5 - 8100 

February 15, 1961 

Dear Sergio: 

This is to cknowledge with thanks your letter of January 
17 which I h ve just seen on returning frorn r few weeks in t~xic0 

"'ld u te ala. 

I look forw rd, of course, te tq kit1f' with vo hile ~ou 
are in New York during March for your medical check up. You mention 
that until the Foundation grant h d been m~de you~ plans were to 
postpone your New York travel until later in the year. Althouph 
you did not say so specifically, I got the i.Mpression that had you 
waited ntil then you inight have h d sufficient funds to stop over 
in Mexico on your return to Chile. If the reason for your not 
stoppinp: over in Mexico is financial rather than lack of ti~e I 
hope you and Rector Stitchkin understand that the $10,000 grant 
of the Foundation was alloc ted pproximately as follows: $7,500 
for fellowships, and $2,500 for salaries, staff travel ~nd other 
expenses of the Taller. This beine; the case, should you, AlegriP 
and Rector Stitchkin qree, there is no reason whv the University of 
Concepcion could not provide frorn the above-~entioned $2,500 a 
supplement to your transportation costs of coming to New York for 
medical purposes which would perrnit you to return via Kexico and 
spend perhaps a week there. For rn._y part I would encourage such a 
decision, not only so that you could meet and talk with those who 
operate the Centro ~exicano de Escritores but also to meet and talk 
with two or three Mexic n pl~ywrights and directors and in general 
see what is going on in the Mexican theater. 

If this stop over in Mexico preves possible you might 
write Miss Margaret Shedd (Centro Mexicano de Escritores, Rio Volga 3, 
Mexico 5) telling her the time of your visit and asking for sugaestions 
as to the way you can become most familiar with the C tro ' s operations . 
I would suggest you write also to Rarnon Xirau who is the most active 
literary member of the Centro 1s staff and certainly the one there with 
the most intimate personal connections with Mexican literary and intel l ec -
tual circles . I am sure you will find Xirau a frank , understanding and 
perceptive individual. You might also write Hector Mendoza (Castilla #2P, 
Mexico 13) who is in the midst of organizing a new and fairly promisine: 
theatrical group. For a more commercial and at the same time official 
version of theatrical activities yo1.1 rnight also want to write Xavier 
Rojas (Jefe del Depto. Cultural., Instituto Nacional de la Juventud Mexicana, 
Panuco rum. 10, CoL Cuaut:temoc , Mexico) . 
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