
I • 

) 

M 

HOUSTDN CHRDNICLE 
Pag• 4, Section 1 Saturday, January 2:.,. 1964 

Editorial Page 
5WBrf'QfiiUCC ··hS#i 

The weekend report 
The Hamlet didn't 
fail-Houston did 
• The Hamlet, Houston's only cab­

aret theatre, has closed. To the many 
who would never have gone to it, the 
news brings a yawn. To the few who 
did, regret. But the real losers are 
those who might have gone. 

For the theatre only happens whrn 
you are there. It cannot be piped into 
a living room; put into print; shlpped 
in reels around the world. The Ham• 
let at its best (as it was just before 
it closed) carne tro its audiences in 
close, personal terms. The last play 
-Edward Albee's taut, shocking "ZM 
Story'' -could bring like or dislike 
from a spectator, but none could ig­
nore it. 

Y et this cornmunity ignored 1.he 
Haml--t, and thus c1osed it. It nceded 
the Hamlet but didn't know it. We're 
grateful to Ned Bobkoff, {jnd the tal­
-ented people he gatherecl to malee a 
theatre 'I'h-? lia:mkt didn't fail. Hous­
txm did. 
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