But the ve.ﬁdity of “Blue Den-
and it does|im” rests largely on ‘the acting|
y the agony that adoles- of Arthur and Janet. ﬁoth pa.tts g
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sﬂves when they blunder into|Brinckerhoff’s languid confusion|
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i A second visit to “Blue Den-
independence as possible. But| - i
‘the moral standards of their|im” confirms an initial impres

sion that, from a literary point
i of view, it falls a little short. It
V/orried Parents is written in the naturalistic
The Major and his wife are|style, which is relatively objec-
troubled because Lillian, their|tive and inhibits the authors
daughter, is infatuated with a/from making the kind of per-
ﬂamboyant young man who is|sonal statement that Tennessee
~ probably an incipient gangster.|Williams, for example, imparts
If they are not worried about|to his dramas.
Arthur, the son, it is because| In the naturalistic style there
| they do not know much about|are theatrical tricks that seem
~ him. Arthur and his pal, Ernie,{unworthy of the theme, Situ-
i are leading a secret life of pet-|ations have to : be “planted”|
|ty dissipation with cards and|artfully. Exposition has to be|~
. beer in an impromptu club room|“worked in” subtly. Doors have
in the basement. It is there,[to be opened on cue so that|.
also, that Arthur meets Janet,/one character can hide from|'
[\ the daughter of a neighbor, and|another, as in a melodrama.
) - The telephone extension, con-
veniently placed near the orig-
inal instrument, becomes essen- !
tial to the denouement., Things
have to be shrewdly contrived.

Weary Naturalism -\gi

Since the naturalistic style
pretends to a kind of objective|F
truth, anything that is im-[E
pmnsrble bamq excessively! t(
troublesome. For instarce, thela
parents upstairs are supposed|J
not to hear what the children|of
are saying in the basement.
But the children frequently|en
raise their voices, if only to|fr
reach the ears of the audi-|no
ence; and the theatregoer is{to
always aware that objective|gor
truth is being violated Further-|Mr
mlore, the prose style of natura-|rie
lism is meager. her
" The whole. weary business|dee
of theatrical naturalism robs|tri
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falls head-over-heels in love
with her.

Although all three of them
talk in a spuriously sophisticat-
ed way, they are really naive
Sex is a mystery that Janet)
and Arthur wonderingly ex-
plore. But something happens]

[ that projects all of them into a| — — — —
world that is completely outside
their experience. Janet becomes
pregnant. Since she and Arthur
are still in high school and
everything in their family and|:
social life seems to be against
their marrying, they reach the
frightening decision of arrang-|
ing an abortion.,

{ Alarming Situation

This would be hideous in any

circumstances. It becomes ter-|
rifying because Janet, Arthur
_and Ernie have to make all the
arrangements and collect the
- money in secrét, and they find
emselves invading a furtive
underworld that is not only
alarming but revolting. At a
time when they need their par-
ents most, they believe that
they must avoid their parents
completely.

If this is a moving rather|
than a sensational situation, it|
is because Mr. Herlihy and Mr.
Noble subordinate it to the main
theme of their drama—the diffi-
culty of understanding between
adults and chﬂdren——mé ﬂ!«
because they ;
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