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ABOUT DRAMA 
Shelagh Delaney, 19, Looks at Life 

Honestly in 'A Taste of Honey' 

By HOWARD TAUBMAN 
Toe freshest talent revealed and the egg. 11 is enough to 

on Broadway thus far this sea- know that, Jike the chicken and 
son belong ·s 1..o Shelagh Delaney, the egg. adventurous theatres 
the Lancashire girl who ,vroLe and 01·iginal writers are inex- 1 
"A Tasle ot Honey." lricably linked in a common i 

She finished this play, her destiny. 
first, when s:1e was 19. '!.'he Miss Delaney was lucky to / 
only signature of the adolescent come .?.long at a moment.. in r 

' is the ache of the pessimism English t21 eat~·ical history when JI 

that imbues the piece. Since the a Iorum_ awa1t~d her. Al:d the 
very young sometime derive theatre Is fortunate tha~ 1t had 
comfort from despair Miss De- a door open for her. F1rst ef­
laney's view of life 'should be forts like "A Ta~te of Honey" 1 

indulged . Otherwise, she re- are rare and merit tender care. l 
quires no indulgences , for she Not Dispiritino- 1 
writ es ª!fe_ctingly about 1..he Although "A ;aste of Honey" / 
world as 1t IS. . a· ill • d ·t · t ,,: 

h t is lS uswne , I Is no ,,1s-
N o matter what appen_s O piriting. Nor is it like the work 

.,.,,. D l playwnght ' miss e aney as.ª Lo • ' of the angry y oung playwrights, 
her ac~1ev_em:nt I~ !'-T~st ~ of clamorous with wildly aimed, re­
Honey w1ll 1emam.,1mpi~ssiv_e. bellious rage. Miss Delaney doesl 
Her second play, A Lwn 111 not accept tbe world's ugliness 
Love,'' whic!t fo!ded seve:ª 1 and bitterness with docility; if 
weeks ago after a short provm- she did she could not writel 
cial tour in England, will get with su'ch energetic honesty. 
another chance soon in London . The sad burden of ''A Taste 
But the outcome cannot affect f H ,, . . kl d · . " f lº oney 1s qu1c y summe ¡ the evaluat1on Of A Tasle 0 A t. • d · d'f _ . f ¡up een-ager ra1se 111 1 -

1 Honey " _ asan expre 13swn ° un- fe1:ently by a mother with lonse¡ 
uswtl gifts. ha bits comes to live in a Lanca-

The sp1'ing that released "A I shirn slum, the Jatest in a series 
Tas te of Honey" in Miss Dela- of seedy lodgings. She and the l 
ney parallels the impetus that mother never cease lheir 
led Lorraine Hansberry to Wl'ite bickering and reproaches. 
"A . Raisin in the Sun." After' The mother ta kes up with a· 
s1ttmg through an meffecLual ¡vulgar, one-eyea :relloW" a:"'Jict 
work ;ibout Negr?es, the Amer- goes off with him. The girl has 
ican writer dec1ded that she ja brief moment of romance with 
could rlo be~ter, and she did. lª NegTo sailor who disappears. , 
The L;incashll'e lass, who was She is pregnant and fearfully 1 

wórking ;is an usher in a Man- waits for the baby's arrival. An 
ch ester thea tre, wat ched a vac- art sludent, a homosexual who 
uous piece by one of England's shares her home because he has 1 

succe ss ful playwrights and was non e of his own , moLhers her , 
roused to índignatíon. ' 'I just and g·ives her the sympathy and

1 
went home," she has said, "and affection she has never known. , 
slar •.ect work on my play." The relationship of these un- J 
1\-Iodest Proposal happy waifs infuses "A Taste of 

. Honey" with a bittersweet hu- i 
She dispatched füe manu- manitv that lifts it far above the 

Sí'l'ipt to ~oan Littlewo _od an~ ¡raw slice-of-life category. These 
the Theatre Workshop m Lon two cannot fulfill each olher 
don wit~ the ~ollowing note: ''I' but they can extend delicatc: 
am sen~u1:g this play to you for scarcel .y visible tendrils of un- ~ 
your op'.mon. Wot1ld you please derstanding to bridge, even if f 
retum 1t. to me, as whatever temporarily their tenible Jone- 1 
sort of theatrical atrocity it is liness. · ' 
to you it means something to 
me. " The A.ctors 

Miss Littlewood put the play The performance of Joan 
inlo rehearsal within two weeks, Plowright as the girl is hard on 
and it had its first performance the surface but suffused wilh 
at the Theatre Royal in Lon- an inner radiance, and as the 
don's East End on May 27, 1958. boy, Andrew Ray plays with ', 
It reached Wyndham's Theatre sensitivity. The one thing he 
in ihe West End on Feb. 10, must stop doing. whether the 
1959, where it ran for :months. idea is his or that of the di-

The eager hospitality U1at the reclors, Tony Richardson and ¡· 
Theatre Workshop offered an George Devine, .is lo flouncc { 
unkn.own . lil<e Miss Delaney ex- around and wave his wrists like ¡, 
plains in part the development•an exaggeratedly effeminaie 
of a new group of British play- male. These obvious touches im ­
wrights. Miss Littlewood, like pair the play 's inlegrily. 
the English Stage Company at Don't think that "A Taste of 
the Royal Court Theatre, en- Honey" is al! grimness. There t 
courages fresh approa:ches. The is laughter in it, some disen- 1f 
influence of these progressive chanted and sorne earlhy. An­
companies has spread to the gela Lansbury as lhe mother 
commercially oliented produc- and Nigel Davenport as her¡· 
ers, and sorne have da.red to pre- admlrer capture the 1:o~gh hu­
sent plays concerned with mor, and Btlly Dee vV1l11ams as 
thorny matter rather than the sailor moves with silken 
graceful manner. grace. 

Let us not worry the question Second only to Miss Delaney, 
of whose is the larger share of Miss Plowright supplies the 
the credil-the vigorous com- magic distillation of "A Taste 
panies or 1..he lively, new play- of Honey." The young English 
\\Tights. It is as impossi'.-le to actress lights up the Lyceum 
answer as to solve the ancienl Theatre wilh Lhe unfaltering 
conundrum about the chickenlright.ness of her performance. 
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