
ustralian ~Doll ', 
t ~Mock British' 

By DO~ ROSS 
Ray Lawler, the author or "Summer or the 17th Doll," 

'W York's first play by an Austral!an, wlth Australlans and 
about Australians, which opens Wednesday, !oves his nativo 
Jand as sorne men !ove strong drink and dark-eyed damsels. 

As the principal actor in "Doll," a play about a couple ot 
sngar cane cutters in the north-
ern parto! Australia who spend man , with a bland, lnnocent 
lheir vacations with a couple o! face that masks a tough spirit 
fun-Joving barmaids In the and severa! passtonate bellefs. 
outhern part, Mr."Lawler has The chie! of these seems to be 

to stay In New York durimr the that Australínn culture for too 
plny's run. He hopes it will at long has been derivative, nc­
least match the successful sev- cepting eagerly what carne to it 
en-month run it recently liad from England and the United 
in London. States, and !t's time lt achieved 

But the Lawler roots are back an identlty of its 01,'ll. 
in Australia, and he feels a "Piocadilly Bushmen" 
strong urge to re_tum as soon ~s Only, one suspects, as Austra­
PoSSlble l-0 regrun his_ st reng h lía achleves this identity will 
after hls soJourn In allen lands. iir. Lawler tully ftnd hís o\\n. 
Nel'¡ York and London are mee 
l-0 vlsi, occaslonal!y, he 1hlnks, There is a phrase M.r. Lawler 
but as for living in either place, uses for Austrahans who . ape 
00 thank •ou Give hlm a little the English and other fore1gn­
farm outs!de ~f Sldney. ers. ''Mock Engllsh," . he calls 

He is a short, thirty-ftvish them. The Mocb; Enghsh come 
back from London with Sa vil e 

=======-===--c=c=\Row sulls and English accents. 
They are, to use another Law­
ler phrase, spoken with a sllghL 
curl of the lips, "P1ccadllly 
Bushmen.'' 

To be sure, Mr. Lawler bought 
himsel! a couple of suits whlle 1 
he was in England, but he 
paints out that he did so only 
hecause he needed clothes and 
that they were •·two-button 
iobs." The Savlle Row suits, lle 
said , bave three-button iackets. 

Tryce or Cockney 
The Lawler accent is mostly 

university English. Though he 
stopped going Lo scbool at thir­
teeu, he is not flattered if told 
that he sounds like an Oxonian. 
Actually, there 1s a little Cock­
ney in his speech-just a trace, 
or trycc in a plyce or two, as he • 
might say lt. <In the play, the 
Cockney gets broader and there 
is no mystykeing !U 

Mr. Lawler's hands are 
smooth like a white collar man's. 
But they were once Lough and 
calloused. He comes trom the 
worklng class. Hls father was a 
truck driver ln Footscray, an in­
dustrial snburb of Melbourne, 

In the ~lghth gradelMr. Law­
ler left' ""1¡_ool and went to work 
u a 111ac1ih,e operator. He 1 
contlnue4oll<: a, c~nl 



Australi~'s Artistic lndependence 
(Continuet! /rom paue one) were plenty or !mportaUons on lo larger houses, runnlng for ! 

, -'-+•yrd at the ractory !or ten from !he Uníted States and more than a year. Slr Lau- 0 
,;;~ 5 and ror the last severa] England lhat. a youn~ Austral- rence Ola;er, who was t_ourtng .. 1 

"as lnu-rested In wrlllng and lan could tn to 1m1tnte. Australla wlth the Old V1c, saw Je 
actmg, He hasn't thc Jeast no- Then he bcgan to WTlte grad- lt, wns struck by tt and bought T' 
tlon why; maybe lt was Just be- ually about lhtngs closcr to ,he Engl!sh rights. "Doll's" 81 
cause he happened one day, home, u•lng local 1dioms and hlghly success!ul run In Lon- w 
w·hen he was feehng cxtraordt- people. ln 1950 nnd 1951 he don tloscd last month. The w¡ 
nanly fed up wlth the factory, dld the book and Jyrlc; for a seven actors and John Su.mner, wl 
to see an advertlsement for act- couple o! Christma.s pageants the director, came here trom f11 
1n¡r Jessons. based on a com1c strip char- London. 1 

There was no thentrlcal back- acter cal!ed "Glnger Meggs," a ll!r. Lawler recalls that when ~ 
ground 1n hls fami!Y, no book- sort of Australlan Huck Fmn "Doll" was selected to be shown 
lshness. He Is one of etght They attractea considerable In England, the proper Austral-
childrrn. His tour brothers are, attentlon. lans were dlsmayed. 
respectlvely, a welder. a builder, Barmalds and Cane Cult•" "They k1cked up a snobblsh ev 
a truck driver and a salrsman. , fuss ar.d sald the Engllsh woUld In 
His wlfe is Jacklyn Kelleher, an. At Will Mahoney_s 1.heater gct lhe mistaken Idea that ali su 
Austral!an actress ,n Br!sbane, .Mr. Lawler got to Austral!ans were cane cutters th 

At twenty-three: v,•ith a bit k_now ª couple of ca_ne cutters and barmaids," satd Mr. Law- P 
of cash he had u ved, he left who hung arou nd "ait!ng for ler. "They wrote lelters to the in 
the factory and cventua!Iy th e chorus girls. He was fasct- papers and lhey w-rote letters tu U, 
turned up nt Br!sbane where naled by ll!ese tough, S\\ aggei- me. pleading wtth me not to do at 

he became. a strnlght man and ~~llt~º~r ~~~d ;,:; 1
~ ~e~f° this dreadful thing to Australia. n 

sketch,. writcr ror Will Mn- canP !'clds each year 
O 

d th ,e They were terrlbly snobblsh. B1 
honey, lhe Am rlcan com1c, thelr ~ockets crammendn rull •~¡ these people. terrlbly tllled wlth "{ 
who was holding fort.h at 1.he!moncv drlfted lnto the b1g feellngs or lnfer1or!ty." e~ 
Cremorne Thcatcr, ¡cttles · ior flve months o! fair!y Inctdenta!ly, the next play D 

Plays on the Slde rlotous loafmg, He also knew that Mr. Lawler has tn mlnd Is "l 
On the side. Mr. Law!Pr, ·orne barma!ds rather well. In ~.~:, abo~t th e proper Austra.~- w 

'I\Tole plays. He had cau~ht, 1953 he put the barma1ds and 1 ;· \\ 1),1 lt be •~_tire? I 
the nattonal disease. He was'the cane cutters togcther, and th .'_k not,_ he sald. They de- e 
Mock English. He "ªs also he had the prmcipa! charac- sene m01~. ser!ous treatment ar 
Mock American. Hls f!rst plays ters of "Summer of the ¡ ith th ªº th at, The bland face , 
were set in London, an Engllsh DolL" Thcsc were people he looked its mo5t lnnocent. "l 
provincial city, and New York knew 1n a settmg he was 
He had never been 1n any of familiar wtth. In the play :,v .- T T 
them. lhere are ref erenccs lo real 

"The pJays were no rudd; places, llke Young and Jack­
good," he sald. At thls time, son's pub In Mclbourne, which 
there was no real. lnd1genous has a famous nude called 
Australian theater but there Chloe o,·er the bar. 

The play takes tts name 
from the rnct that one of thc 
cnne cutters brlngs a kewple 
doll wlth a frllly sk1rt w1th hlm 
each summer when he and h1s 
fr!end spend the \·acatlon 
months wlth the barmatds. The 
dolls are symbols of sterlllty. 
accordlng to Mr. Lawler. The 
Quartet have bcen together stx-
lcen summers. The scl'enteenth 
summer the cane cutters flnd 
tha t one of the barmalds has 
gotten marrled whtle they were 
at work In the north. The sev­
enteenth doll Is smashed. 

The play opened lnauspl­
clousl:v at the Unton Theater o! 
Melbourne Untveralty and went 
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