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Films 

Tunes of Glon, directed bv Ronald Neamc. 1s a film of 
unusual qualit}, as difTerenÍ from routinc mliítary dramas 
as could be wished. .\ stock situation - rough wartime 
commandcr supcr scded in the home barracks by White­
hall's gentlemanly appointee-is madc convincing and 
compelling by James Kennaway's imaginative screenplay 
(adapted from his O\\ n novel) and tbe brilliance of Alee 
Guinne s and John :t.1ills as the two protagonists. Gu111ness, 
coarse , pathetic and calculating by turns, is at the top of 
bis form , and Milis gives thc finest performance of his 
career. Of the smaller parts, ali of "hich (bar, perhaps , 
Dennis Pricc 's •,illain') are strikingly successful, Duncan 
Macrac's humane and undcrstanding Pipe Major is probably 
the most memorable. This film should not be missed. 

Set among the smoke-laden terraced houses of an industrial 
town in tbe English \1idlands, Satu rda) J\light and unday 
'.'llorning is a cautionary tale about Arthur Seaton, a young 
lathe-worker whose philosophy is 'If it's going, il's for 
me'. A hard worker dunng the week, he lets ofT steam 111 
no uncerta111 manner at the weekend, playing it fast and 
loase w11h a married woman until the inevitable back-street 
punch-up occurs. What makes the film so satisfying is the 
authentic dctail and thewell-roundedness of Arthur's charac­
ter: h1gh-spirited, crude maybe, but not totally 1rresponsible. 
Albert Finneyand Rache! Roberts give mosl strikmgperform­
ances, and it really looks as though we will have 10 takeShirley 
Ann Field seriously as an actress. Director· Karcl Rc1sz. 

Whatevcr onc's opmion of the story of '\/eier on Sunda) • 
a slab of whimsy about Homer, a naif American philoso­
pher who tries to convert a gorgcous Greck prostitute of 
the Piracus to thc pleasures of the mind-the film has the 
magnificcnt \lelina Mercouri, supported by a vital, mainly 
Greek cast, and Manos Hadjidakis's devilishly haun1111g 
bo11=o11kia themc-song, which looks like sweep111g the 
world as did the Third Man's zither ditty. Jules Dassin, 
not content w11h story and direcuon, also plays Homer 
w1th a certain downy, w1dc-eyed charm . 

Thc Alamo is shot in Todd-AO, and conlains much superb 
photography, particularly of the colourful Mexican army 
of Generalissimo Santa Anna marching and countcr­
marching in thc huge Texan landscape. John Wayne (who 
produces and directs as well as playing a lcading role as 
Colonel Da,id Crockctt) fails to invesl any of his main 
charactcrs ,,ith much individuality, and this inordinatel y 
long film (over three hours), despite cpisodes of tcnsion and 
splendour, wills into noise and fury. 

G. l. Blues opens with sorne warlike shots oftanks ploughing 
Lhrough the woods of Western Germany, but it is not very 
long befare Gunner Elv1s Prcsley pops up 111 thc turrct, and 
aftcr that the ncarcst thing to a military objcct1ve is L1li, the 
nightclub qucen of Frankfurt. For those who likc the 
rotating Romeo this film providcs quite an earfu l, and 
Juliet Prowsc, as thc dynamic dancing girl, is an eyeful. 

u,pcct 1s the first ,>fa numbcr or supporllng fcaturcs to 
he madc bv British Lion Films Ltd. in an efTort to raisc thc 
standard ~f thcsc product1ons. Thc wcll-writtcn script 
tacklcs an importan! subjccl ('free· scicnce versus national 
·sccurity') 111telligcntly, and thc acting is of a high standard 
The plot ha, a flaw. bul ali in ali the film earns good marks. 

\Jan in thc \loon 1s 1101 far thc scrious scicncc-fiction fan. 
but 11 w1ll do vcry n1ccly far thosc "ho relish Kcnneth 
l'vlore·s brcczy charactcrisauon of the Brilish chap, spiced-up 
far the occasion by Shir ley Annc Field as a stripper-w1th-a­
heart-of-gold. Govcrnmcnt scientific projects are lhe main 
targels far sa11rc, from thc Common Cold Rcsearch Centre 
(where in a room marked " British Summer Simulator" men 
sil on bcnches undcr sho,,cr-sprinklers) to A RSTI the 
'\/ational Alomic Rescarch Scientific and Technological 
Tnstitute . Kcnneth 1, giflcd with fantastic immunity to any 
environmcnt, and finds himsclf chosen, against sorne 
opposn1on. as 'Pathfindcr· the firsl Briton in spacc. The 
clima, may not be disclosed: you 11101· guess it. 

LETTER FROM GERMANY 

The West German film 111duslry 1s worried. hlms are 
burdened with a high entertainmenl Lax amoun11ng on 
the average to 20 per cent. of the price of seats. More than 
~ million telev1sion set s and increas1ng expcnditure on 
motoring and travcl are beginning to have an efTect on cinema 
attendance . Although production has as yet undergone 
only little change - 106 feature films in 1959 as compared 
"ith l '.!3 in I 956 box offices show a downward trend. 

The tcndency at present is to g1ve quality prefercnce 
over quantny . Thc cheap so-called B Class film now 
rarely succeeds in drawing big audienccs. lt is no longer 
the star name that is the big attraction. but interesting 
subject matler prescnted in an original manner The most 
successful Gcrman film so far this season 1s llclmut 
Kautner's Das Glas Wasser, an adaplation of Scribe's 
co:nedy, stamng Gustaf Gründgens. German producers 
have greal hopes of The Good Soldier Sdmeik. wtth Heinz 
Rühmann in the tille role, and of l/eldi1111e11, a musical 
vers1on of Lessing·s comed y Mi1111a 1'011 Barnhe/111 

Perhaps Lhe most inleresting, and certainly the most 
difficult, expcrimcnt of recent years, has been the filming of 
Goethe's Fm1s1, 111 the famous production by thc Ham­
burger Schauspielhaus. I ntended neither as a 'film of the 
play ' nor cntírelv as pure film, the result is a mi,ture that is 
well worth sceing . ,1.-1.. n. (De111sc'1e \'/¡el/ A.G .) 
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