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The odd Utle n,fers to a 

carnlval doll that Roo Web­
ber, foreman of a sugarcane 
c:uttlng png, brlngs to bis 
-theart every year when 
he comes to Melboume for 
the lay-off ,alter the sugar aea­
son has flnished. For the flve 
IBOlltlul of the lay-off he and 
bis búddy, :tsa.rney, shack up 
1rlth a couple of bannalds; Uld for slxteen years they .._ __________ ,,:::n 
have all had fal>ulousl:, en­
joyable times. lt has Men a 
romantlc arrangeinent fot ali 
Df them. 

But the seventeenth •um-
11111' ~es tt. Although no 
p • willlDg to tace the 
laots, time bas run out on all 

tblm :a.rney II no 1'onger 
tbe ~ he imagines 

s: to be. ]'a the IUg&r 
Rao llas beell super­
.. lillW al tbe c:utterJ 

111 a :,ounger man w!lo Is 
"filter ad atróJll'el', DL the 
aaat aet, whlch cbriialOle$ tbe 
breák•up at. • llappy UVID&' 

to ~t, Kr. Lawler 
saelll/lito1ledraw1Jigapara11e 
lle'- Ju1pp1ne111J and a• 
IUualon ot ~ alloWlng 
the dry rot \llat eat. lnto 
l!!lllmance when people Nfuse 
fo falle tlie puth . . 

forbmatel:,, "eu-,r of tlill 
17th Doll~ aeema 1lke a eoS 
monplace drama wrltte!t 
around commonplace people. 
Although lt is good-natured¡J 
lt Iscks dllltlnctlon. Nor ilOea 
the bus:,, notsY performance 
help mUCh In Jobn SUmne!;'s 
dlrectlon. The constant ruah­
ing around anct the IDc-a. 
ahouttng are Uke atock com­
pany work . 


