
Teen Slaves 

t Delinquent Has No 
Will o/ His Own 

By VICTORIA LEE. 
The ju,·enile delinquen! is 

abysmally obedient. 
"He lives in a world of to• 

tal posltive obedience to his 
gang code and in total nega­
tive obedience to all authority 
figures." 

Speaking was Willard E. 
Beecher, who together with 
his ,vite Marguerlte, both 
counselors in human rela• 
tions, run the Beecher Con• 
sultation Center, 253 W. 16th 
St. They are also on the staff 
of the Alfred Adler Consulta­
tion Center and Mental Hy­
giene Clinic. 

In reality the delinquent is 
e enslaved on both sides of the 

coin of conlormity and does 
not know it. He is an abject 
c-onformist who imagines 
himself a strong character. 

A te a e h e r whom Mr. 
Beecher knows invited two of 
her students to have a soda. 
But they glared at her defi­
antly and said, ''We don't take 
nuttin' !rom cops and teacb• 
ers." 

Obedient to Code. 
This is a per!ect example 

of negative-obedience which 
rules out ali posslbility o! 
having a mind of one's own. 
In this case, obedience to 
their code torced the boys to 

7derline the invilatlon. They 
· dared not work for their own 

advantage. 
''What it amounts to," said 

the aulhor and Jeclurer, "is 
that they are under a klnd of 
hypnotic spell. They see 
themselves as .. knights in 
shining armor, as 100 percent 
self,determlning indivlduals. 
while in reality they are 
·,athetic illustrations of total 
lrpenrlence.'' 

This poinl he Jllustrated by 
noting that a c·hll<I 1s a horn 
,·onsumer, and the whole 
goal o! education is to make 
h1m a produ~tive citlzen. 
Thl! dellnquents never be­
come product1ve; they re-

main perpetua! consumer 
who demand baby si t ters. 

To cope with this for 
midable situation, Mr 
Beecher said, people hav 
tried to be both tough an 
so!t. 

Put Doubt ln lllinds. 
Being tough doesn't work 

because, according to the 
gang code, ali the delinquen 
has to do is tlúcken bis skin 
so that he can take more 
than is handed out. Being 
soft Is no solution, either, be­
cause the delinquen! tlúnks 
this is an invitation to exploit 
aulhority. 

''What must be done," he 
said, "and this can be done 
by the layman independen t of 
the therapist, is to throw 
doubt in their mlnds that the 

have a mind of their own. 
"They must be shown from 

their own activi ty," he con­
tinued, "that they are con­
trolled entirely from the out­
side - negatively from the 
authorities a n d positively 
from the gang. Believing lhal 
they have everything, they 
will gradually realize they 
have nothing, that they are 
empty people-Jacki.ng any in• 
ner resources whatsoever." 

When t h is hypnotic-like 
spell beglns to wear off, i t is 
often a tremendous shock to 
the individual Mr. Beecher 
pointed out. "At first, when 
ali o! the outslde signals dis­
appear, he ieels Jimp as a lel­
tuce lea!. But gradually he 
begins to get signals from in, 
side and begins to develo· 
sorne likes and dislikes of 1· 
own.'' 

Tinted Nylo11s 
Tinted nylons are on thelr 

way in for sprlng. But re­
m~mber, when you go to 
buy: they Jook much darker 
in the box than they do on 
the lcg. 


