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A letter from the PUBLISHER 

DRAMA CRIT JC K ALE M 

TENNESSEE \\' rLLIAMS was ori~inally 
scbeduled to be on TIME·s cover a 

week earlíer. Bul. as TmE's Theate r 
Crilic Ted Kalem wired him: CLEN,.; 
AN"D WILLIAMS WERE O'.'li SAME 
LA \/SCHTNG PAD. CLEN N MADE 1T . 

WII.LUMS ORBITINC FOLLOWl"G WEEK. 
Back from hís Key \\' est pad carne 

\\ 'illiams' reply : R0CER. ALL S\'STEMS 
CO. COLO~EL WlLLTAMS. 

This week ·s cover storv is a l!!Ood 
opporlunity to introduce -our lhealer 
man. who last fa]] replaced Louis 
Kronenberger. TtME's distínguished 
first-nighler for ,3 ycars . Kalem, 42. 
spent the preceding eleven ycars as a 
book reviewer for us. and will be re­
membered for bis co,·er stories on 
Shakespeare . Boris Pastemak and 
James Gould Cozzens, as well as a 
memorable piece on Bertolt Brccht. 

He wanlcd to he a drama critic for 
as long as he can remember • '' l was 
aisle-slruck. not stagestruck." Born in 
Malden , :\foss .. of Greck parents of 
Anatolian origin. Kalem spoke Greek 
before English . ..\t Harvard. he remem­
bers beíng thrilled by the late Tcd 
Spcncer reacling Shakespeare aloud , 
and Hamlet remains his favorite play. 
One monlh after emerging from Har­
vard ( A.B. ·41, rnm laude l, Kalem was 
in lhe Army. With the o.¡th Division 
in lhe Philippincs . he won lhe Bronze 

tar under gunfire "for staying on the 
tclephone for 1 ¡ hours when Lhe Japs 

ú3.Jt4 u r'\. ~ 
seemed to be about to stage a landing 
on :\Iindoro ," J(Íving him a dislike oí 
phones ever sínce. Aiter the Anny . 
hal em wrote a weckly stock-market 
lelter . then joined lhe Christian Sci­
ence Jfonilor as a book critíc . where 
he caught TurE 's eye. 

He prefers the theatcr : "A play is 
never as uneventfully monotonous as 
a bad book. There mav he a wonderiul 
performance. or sorne hila rious scenes." 
At lhc heíghl of the sea son, seeing 
plays four níghts a week can be ex­
hausti ng, but Kalcm still has the tingle 
oí expectancy before the curtain goes 
up. •·w e go to the theater íor an in­
tensificatíon of lífe," he believes, witb 
"the play sen ; ng as a magnifying 
glass." Realístíc theater , whicb tries to 
duplicate life. he lhinks is dying, its 
,·italíLy siphoned off by photography 
and joumalism. '·A playwright needs 
to havc an individual vision oi life. Jt 
was only afler Sha.kespeare saw bis 
Hamle t thal the resl oí us could belrin 
to see Hamlets in and around us." -

Broadway today "suffers from shod­
dy aims. low aspírations. Producers 
seem to be listening to an inncr voice 
lhat says, ·Don 't dare. don't try , don't 
risk. don 't reach.' Among leading pro ­
ducers. the peak of audacity is to find 
a hit tha t has been running for two 
years in London and can fr back to 
lhe C.S.'' 

It is hecause Tennessee \\'ill íams 
does have the audaciLy oí bis own pe­
culiar and tonne nted vision thal Ka­
lem finds him slimula ting as a play­
wright and sympal hetic as a man. 
They talked together for about ten 
hours. often in Kalem's Grecm,; ch 
Village duplex. alon¡¡: wi th Researcher 
Anne HollisLer and '.\fn-. Kalem l wbo 
used lo be a TIME books researcber un­
til she marrie d Kalem and hecame the 
mothe r of two children ). Their se55ions 
wcnt so well lhat the result inl( cover 
sto ry may not pro,i de lhe best mus­
Lration of one of Kalem's favorite defi­
nitiDns (bv the !are Critic Percv Harn­
mond l. :. Dramatic criticism · is the 
Yenom from contented rattle<nakes." 
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