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.Dear Sergio: 

This is to acknowledge your extremely intere ting letter of 
ovember 7. It seems doub ful that I can get to Chile before February 

of next year. Tbis is du in p t to my own plans for exte ded travel h virg 
to be coordinated with the travel schedules of my colleagues. Consequently 
I have no plans for getting to Chile before May of 1961. Clearly a short 
trip for one particular purpose is always a possibility but suc travel is 
typically reserved for situations t at are wi=oll developed at.'.'1. cal l f0r 
· ediate ac io. I 1 in your opi ·on, ther as some re l urgency in 

my coming to Chile bec use of a feeling thnt a program so well developed 
was in immediate danger, I would make every effort to get to Chile in 
J uary. From your letter, however, I j dge this is not the case. 

My understanding is that the University of Concepcion has 
established an Instituto de Investigaciones Literarias which in effect 
is a writers' workshop. While you did not ay so specifically, I gather 
that the only pr ss·ng p oblem facing the Instituto is the selection of a 
competent d s rong director. I also gather that Fernando Al gr· is 
s ch a person but that he will return to the University of California at 
Berkeley at the beginning of that University's spring semest r. I believe 
you say specifically that he "ought" to return, and from this I am not 
clear whether he must be in Berkeley because of University obligations 

) · there or whether he is leaving Concepcion due to sal ry or other local 
conditions th e. You do not say whether he was invited to organize and 
direct bis writers' workshop by the University of Concepcion or whether 
bis travel and living costa in Chile are being provided by sorne other source. 
Could you, then, let me know in sorne detail the steps that led up to the 
organization of the worksbop: specifically where the original:initiative lay. 
If there is no possibility of Alegria remaining t Concepcion beyond Febru ry 
who, in your opinion, would be the proper person to direct this workshop 
in its fonnative period? What are the problema confronting Rector Stitchkin 
and the University of Concepcion in getting the services of such a person? 

As you know, I am in complete agreement with you about the 
importance of this oppor unity to realize a workshop for playwrights that 
will have the necessary continuity and sponsorship to become an integral 
part of the theatrical and cultural life of Chile. I would suppose that 
the success of such a workshop would depend in large part on its being 
closely associated with the University of Concepcion Theater. N~ information 
about this is not current, the last I heard bei.ng that Pedro de 1 Barra had 



lett Conoepoion. l do atñ krlllr 
leaving, mi 8hoaLd 70\l lle al>JA • p • 
well as ;vour opudon u to t'tM 11)'11811"7 d 
expeotat1ens tor the tuture it 'llftld be ~ 

I • w.ritiDC Prof'eaaar .llepi 4úff-
at the Vm:veraity ot Coacepeion •ld.a, Mil -
haw put to you witb an emphu:l.a ca ld8 ftla:WlMJII» 

I envy you the trip to Puut;a .uew. 
pertoraanoe ot "DeJa que lo • pel'T08 ladren" ia 
distinetien ot bein¡ the oaJ.y liYiDI P1""1"i01i •• W18 ··••iii, r1, 
pertormed in the most nortb.erly ud 80\ltherly '11eillllma 
I have not yet reoeive4 the oopy ot 'the P1• a.d 
to tornrd f.t to a pu.blisher here to detend.ae 
in a posaible J!:o&lish tranal.ati011. Sinee I --1 
JV8elf' would it lkt too IIUOh tor Jb11 w ......... ~-=•':l. 

I too look tenard to tal ki:rc Wi:tlil ,- ."2~.U~ 
tuture and al.so to "the pleasure ot lmow:f.JJ¡ yov wtfte. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Sr. &ergio Vodanortc 
Las J.eldras 3061, depto 2l 
Santiago, Chile 

lPB:1111 
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